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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 21 July 2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the foreign patent documents referred to therein have not been 
considered. 

Drawings 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Note that the drawings of PCT/CH03/00820 
were referenced for the purpose of this Office Action, however, the drawings appear to 
never have been filed for the present application (no drawings corresponding to those 
recited in the specification). Applicant is required to furnish a drawing under 37 
CFR 1 .81 (c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. Each drawing 
sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin 
as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 



Claim Objections 

Claims 4, 5, 8 and 9 objected to because of the following informalities: 
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Claims 4 and 5 are objected to because of the applicant's recitation "said sensor" 
within these claims. The applicant is claiming "said sensor"; however, the applicant has 
previously defined two sensors using the phrase "a sensor" within parent claim 3. 
Accordingly, it is unclear to which sensor the applicant is referring within claims 4 and 5. 

Claims 8 and 9 are currently considered depending from claim 3 (otherwise a 
112, second paragraph rejection would be needed). The examiner suggests rewording 
the first lines of each claim to stay consistent with that of the other depending claims. 
For example, claim 8 should read "Apparatus according to claim 3, wherein different 
zones are provided to the physical data carrier, each comprising a different kind of 
information". Note that claim 9 should be similarly reworded. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by TODA 
(U.S. Patent 5,694,979). 

Regarding claim 1 , TODA discloses a method for detecting defects in a textile 
structure taking signals (light, current, voltage) from the textile structure (W) and 
processing the signals taken from the textile structure based on at least on parameters 
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(Vi, V 2 ) (Fig. 1). TODA discloses the method comprising the step of depositing present 
parameters (Vi, V 2 ) in a readable representation on a physical data carrier (17, 18) 
(Fig. 1) (Col. 5, Lines 38-42). Note that the phrase "physical data carrier" is given its 
broadest reasonable interpretation. Value setting circuit (17 and 18) contains and 
transfer parameters (reference values Vi, V 2 ) and therefore is fully capable of being 
considered a physical data carrier. TODA discloses the step of reading parameters 
from said physical data carrier and storing the parameters (within comparator 16) for 
use when processing signals (voltage difference signal) taken from the textile substrate 
(Fig. 1) (Col. 5, Lines 29-53). TODA discloses presenting a textile structure (W) to be 
examined, detecting signals (light, current signals, voltage signals, voltage difference 
signal) from the textile structure, and processing signals (using comparator 16) taken 
from the textile structure using parameters stored on the physical data carrier (Fig. 1) 
(Col. 5, Lines 23-53). 

Regarding claim 2, TODA discloses the parameters being represented by 
reference values Vi (positive value) and V 2 (negative value), therefore the parameters 
are numeric or graphic (Fig. 4(c)). 

Claims 3 and 4 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) by TODA for the same 
reasons as addressed above. Additionally, TODA discloses a sensor (2), a processing 
unit (1 5 and/or 1 6), an input/output unit (1 9) (note that output unit takes input from the 
comparator 16) and a physical data carrier (17, 18) (Fig. 1). Note that TODA has failed 
to further define a "sensor", therefore the term is given its broadest reasonable 
interpretation. Since the comparator (16) of TODA "reads present parameters from the 
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physical data carrier" (as claimed by the applicant) (Col. 5, Lines 38-41 of TODA), the 
comparator (16) is considered to comprise a "sensor". TODA discloses the processing 
unit comprising a processor (15 and/or 16), an input interface (used to allow input of 
current, voltage and/or reference values) and a store (as shown by use of the signals 
within comparator/difference calculator or as discussed within column 13, lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 5, TODA discloses the sensor (2) for reading signals from the 
textile structure (W) being a single sensor (Fig. 1) and the sensor (as defined by the 
comparator 16) for reading present parameters from the physical data carrier (17, 18) 
being a single sensor (Fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, TODA discloses the physical data carrier being 
reference value setting circuits (17, 18) (Fig. 1). A "circuit" is electronic, therefore the 
circuit can be considered an "electronic memory device". The reference value setting 
circuit contains instructions (reference values) and a circuit can be considered a thin 
material (definition of a "sheet"), accordingly, the reference value setting circuits can be 
considered an "instruction sheet" given its broadest reasonable interpretation. 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, TODA discloses the physical data carrier (17, 18) 
containing different zones (17 and 18) each comprising a different kind of information 
(negative, positive) (Fig. 1) (Col. 5, Lines 38-42). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record, as cited on attached PTO-892, and not relied upon 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NATHAN E. DURHAM whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8642. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 
5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary L. Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NED 

/Nathan E Durham/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



